Bud Ackerman Fund
2026 Grant Application

	
The Bud Ackerman Fund aims to carry on Bud’s spirit of humanitarian generosity by encouraging creative ways to serve our fellow humans.  In that spirit, the Bud Ackerman Fund will again be providing grants in 2026 to organizations that focus on human services, social justice, and civic engagement. 

We are seeking to fund projects that might enhance the success of your programs or projects.  In particular:  
    1. Proposals for innovative or pilot programs, based on recent experience within your organization or similar organizations.
and/or
    2. Proposals to strengthen and/or expand the success of your current programs/projects.

Grant Applicants must be 501(c)3 nonprofits, cooperatively owned businesses, or programs within a public school system.  In recent years, the Bud Ackerman Fund has provided grants to Massachusetts and New Jersey organizations in these areas:
· Supporting Democracy/ Civic Engagement			* Food Security  
· Affordable Housing / Preventing Homelessness        	* Community Building 
· Immigration								* Youth Services 
· Wellness / Mental Health 	   				* Economic Justice  
· Domestic Violence	   	   					

       Indicates priority areas for 2026 grant cycle.

Grants of up to $12,000 will be awarded for initiatives or new projects meeting these eligibility requirements. Successful programs are eligible to apply for up to 2 years of additional funding.
Bud Ackerman Grant funds should be used primarily for your proposed program/project. The grants cannot be used to pay for grant writers, and cannot include more than 15% overhead.
Deadline: Applications must be received by March 1, 2026.  Please send to tackerman5@hotmail.com

MISSION STATEMENT
The Bud Ackerman Fund aims to carry on Bud’s spirit of giving to our fellow human beings, with an emphasis on proven outcomes.

OBJECTIVES of Bud Ackerman Fund
· To award grants to non-profit organizations focused on human services and/or social change.

· To demonstrate a strong preference for grants that focus on research-based and/or creative pilot projects to improve the quality, results and impacts of the services provided by the grantee organizations. 

· To honor the legacy of Bud Ackerman and embody his spirit of experimentation, inventiveness, and humanitarian generosity by encouraging creative ways of serving our fellow humans.

· To assure that grant funds are utilized in the most effective manner, for example by encouraging the generation of matching funds and/or by monitoring the cost-of-service delivery in relation to the impact of the service. 


ABOUT BUD ACKERMAN
Bernard Ackerman, affectionately known as “Bud,” was born in New York City in 1926.  He lived most of his life in New Jersey, with a cottage in Stockbridge, Massachusetts.  He died in 2019 at the age of 92.  
Bud was passionate about social justice.  He had enormous empathy, and he was personally offended when he saw another human being treated cruelly or unfairly.
Bud was a chemist, inventor, and creative entrepreneur who valued scientific data-driven research.  He also enjoyed opera, politics, and sports.
And Bud knew an important secret of life, that giving is a great source of happiness. With his big heart and playful, generous spirit, Bud found great pleasure in giving his time, attention, money, and wisdom to others.


For further information about the Bud Ackerman Fund, including organizations that we have funded in previous years, check out our website: https://budackermanfund.wixsite.com/home

Information about Your Organization
Organization Name: _________________________________________
Organization Address: _______________________________________
Organization Website:  _______________________________________
 
Title of Your Proposed Project: _________________________________________
Amount Requested: $________________________ 


Primary Contact Person for Proposed Project       
Name: ___________________________________________________________
Job Title: _________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s): _________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________

Overview of your organization (1-3 paragraphs):  





Information about Your Proposed Project (1-3 paragraphs per answer)
1. Please describe your proposed project, including project size, scope, and timeline.  What is the need your project aims to address?  How will this project improve service to future clients? 

2. How does this project fit within the broader scope of your organization's mission and strategic priorities?

3. Who will be working on this project, what tasks will they be doing, and for how many hours per week?

4. If applicable, please describe any specific data to be collected/utilized during this project. 

5. How will you measure success to know if you have achieved your intended impact?

6. Please describe any previous research or data collection that supports the likely success of this project.

7. What potential challenges or obstacles to successful implementation of your project do you foresee?

8. What are you aiming to learn from this project?

9. Are there other existing projects targeting this need in your area? How does your project differ?   

10.  If you expect your project to continue beyond this grant year, how might it be funded?  At the conclusion of the project, what possible next steps do you envision?


APPENDICES-Please attach Appendix I, II, and III

Appendix I – 2025 or 2026 Operating Budget for Your Organization (a summary document).

Appendix II - Proposed Project Budget:  Please provide a line-item budget for your proposed project.  Matching funds are strongly encouraged, so please indicate any potential funds from other sources.  

Appendix III-Proof of Non-Profit Status (recent US tax return, 501(c)3 designation form, or similar documentation) 


Grant Evaluation Process
The Board will review all written applications received by the deadline and select finalists.   Finalists may be asked to interview with the Board via Zoom during March or April, 2026 and awards will be announced in May, 2026.

Requirements for Follow-up Documentation
Successful applicants must agree to provide the following to the Bud Ackerman Fund:
1. Quarterly activity report-1 page recommended per quarter
2. Quarterly budget report-1 page recommended per quarter
3. Zoom conference(s) as needed


Please submit your proposal to tackerman5@hotmail.com by March 1, 2026.           
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